SB p63.7+90.5

Note   I wish /if only
We use I wish /if only + past simple to refer to wishes about a present situation.

I wish I was rich.



If only I was rich.

I wish I had more money.

If only I had more money.

It is common to use were instead of was.
I wish I were rich.



If only I were rich.

if only  is stronger than I wish  and it is commonly used to talk about regrets. Whenever we talk about past regrets we use

I wish/if only + past perfect 

If only I had locked my bike.

If only I had locked my bike, it wouldn’t have been stolen. 
Translation:

If only I was as smart as Tom.

Was ik maar zo slim als Tom.
I wish I didn’t have so much homework.

Ik zou willen (wou) dat ik niet zoveel huiswerk had.

Had ik maar niet zoveel huiswerk.

If only I knew how to talk to girls.

Wist ik maar hoe ik met meisje moest praten.

Als ik nou eens wist hoe ik met meisjes moest praten.

If only I had locked my bike.

Had ik mijn fiets nou maar op slot gedaan.
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